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BRENTWOOD >> The Brentwood
City Council has voted unani-
mously to fill a vacant council seat
with the runner-up in the city’s

mayoral election in November.
Former Councilwoman Karen

Rarey will fill a seat left open
by Mayor-elect Joel Bryant, who
edged Rarey by less than 2 per-
centage points in the race. Rarey
likely will be sworn in at the coun-
cil’s next meeting.
The council’s 4-0 vote Tuesday

followed hundreds of comments
by residents at a pair of meetings
thismonth supporting Rarey’s ap-
pointment.

Rarey served one term on the
council before running for mayor
this year in a campaign that
promised economic recovery from
the COVID-19 pandemic and sup-
port for local police.
“I am overwhelmed by the sup-

port of the residents who sent in
emails in support ofme and spoke
out during public comments,”
Rarey said in an interview. “I
look forward to getting back on
the dais and doing the work of the

people.”
Normally, the seat would not

have been up for election until
2022. The vacancy left the four
remaining council members
to decide whether to appoint
Rarey to the seat, hold a spe-
cial election in May or open
the position to any residents in-
terested in applying.
At a previous meeting and

again Tuesday, the council was
split over whether appointing

Rarey would deny representation
on the council to parts of Brent-
wood other than the city’s west-
ern edge, where Rarey and three
other council members live.
Bryant andCouncilman Johnny

Rodriguez, who will serve as vice
mayor, were hesitant to approve
the appointment, while council
members JovitaMendoza and Su-
sannahMeyer cited Rarey’s qual-
ifications in supporting the pick.

BRENTWOOD

Runner-up inmayoral election to fill seat
Former Councilwoman
Rarey appointed to
take over vacant post
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Jean Mitoma, of Palo Alto, who was forced to live in internment camps during World War II, poses for a portrait Wednesday.

ByNate Gartrell
ngartrell@
bayareanewsgroup.com

MARTINEZ>> Citing a 2019 law that
changes the way murders can be
prosecuted in California, a Con-
tra Costa Superior Court judge
reversed the murder conviction
against a woman who was impli-
cated in a 2013 robbery outside a
casino in San Pablo.
The ruling by Judge Anita San-

tos is expected to free 32-year-

old Brittany Bernard, who was
convicted as an accomplice in
the killing of 43-year-old Rodel
Sarmiento. Bernard’s boyfriend,
Kevin Thongsay Vilayngeun,
40, followed Sarmiento from the
San Pablo Lytton Casino and fa-
tally shot him during a robbery
attempt. Bernard was accused of
luring Sarmiento from the casino,
using a feigned romantic interest
in him.
But Bernard was in a different

car, a short distance away from
themurder scene, when Sarmiento
was fatally shot. That’s what made
her eligible for legal relief under
Senate Bill 1437, a state law de-

COURTS

Judge, citing new state law, frees
a woman convicted of murder

QKudos to Caltrans for installing the
new LED lighting on Interstate 880

between San Jose and Richmond. In the
rain and dark, the lights are
awesome compared to be-
fore they were turned on. My
drive is much safer.

— Rob A., Gilroy

AHappy New Year. This
should be a welcomed

improvement across the
state, where about 90% of
Caltrans high-pressure so-

dium lights have been converted to LEDs,
which last about 15 years compared to four
years for the older bulbs. As you note, they
provide greater visibility, longer life and
an annual savings of about $5.7 million in
replacement and energy costs.

QAs a daily Bay Bridge commuter, a
question I have is why has the one toll

booth that’s been closed for over a year not
been repaired and put back into service?

— Venceslau Silveira

A It’s been closed for three years since
toll taker Si Si Han was killed there

when a box truck driven by a drunk driver,
who had also been smoking pot, slammed
into a line of cars and then demolished her
toll booth. It killed her instantly.
There are no imminent plans to install

a new booth as bridge officials say there is
no evidence that one extra lane will help
with traffic when the metering lights are on
during commute times, and it would cost
$100,000 to replace it. Plus, in a few years,
most toll booths will be removed as the state
goes to open-road tolling when all tolls will
be paid primarily through FasTrak.

MR. ROADSHOW

Caltrans finds
way to light
up roads for
the new year

ByAldoToledo
atoledo@bayareanewsgroup.com

PALOALTO>> It was Mother’s Day on May
10, 1942, when JeanMitoma finally packed
the last of her belongings into a cotton bag
she’d sewn in school and stepped onto a
Greyhound bus outside the YMCA in San
Francisco.
The past six months had been grueling.

PALOALTO

Woman detained in Japanese
internment camps turns 100

Even in toughest of times,
Jean Mitoma wants people
to ‘be kind to each other’

“Please
allow
me to
believe
in our
justice
system
again.
Giveme
that at
least.”
— Rodel
Sarmiento’s
daughter
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Family, prosecutor decry
jurist’s decision, defendant
apologizes for ’13 shooting
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Gary
Richards
Mr. Roadshow

Jean Mitoma, with
husband Chozo
Mitoma, daughters
Cathy and Peggy in
1956on a day trip
on the Richmond-
San Rafael ferry.

COURTESY OF
CAROLINE KIMIKO
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PANDEMICREPERCUSSIONS

SIGN OF THE TIMES
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The Cliff House’s exterior sign is removed before a crowd of onlookers along Point
Lobos Avenue in San Francisco on Thursday. The restaurant, operated by Dan and
Mary Hountalas since 1973, closed Thursday after 157years in business.
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WISHING ALL OF OUR FRIENDS AND CLIENTS A PROSPEROUS 2021!!
Twoweeks agowe reported that rateshadhit anewall-time low14 times this year. Lastweek,we saw that streak increase to15as the typical contract rateof a 30-year,
fixed-ratemortgage dropped to 2.67%, according to Freddie Mac. This is undoubtedly fueling the robust demand for homes in California as well as the acceleration
in closed transactions to more than 500,000, on an annualized basis, for the first time in over a decade. Demand is high and supply is low which has created a great
opportunity for sellers to list their home. Also, the extremely low mortgage rates have created a great buying opportunity.
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Past President – Contra Costa Assoc REALTORS
California Assoc REALTORS – Board of Directors

Top Agent Network & Elite Marketing Masters Group
Five Star Professional Award
Members of the Elite All Broker Real Estate Network
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The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO>> Gov. Gavin
Newsom this week ap-
pointed Rita L. Saenz to
oversee the state’s unem-
ployment benefits depart-
ment, which has been over-
whelmed by claims during
the coronavirus pandemic
and also has paid out hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
in phony claims, including
to prison inmates.
Saenz, 71, will be direc-

tor of the Employment De-
velopment Department if
she receives state Senate
confirmation.
“With more than 40

years of experience in state
government and the pri-
vate sector, Rita Saenz is
well-prepared to lead EDD
at what is sure to be one
of the most difficult mo-
ments in the department’s
history,” Newsom said in
a statement Wednesday.
“California has certainly
not escaped this national
crisis unscathed, but with
Rita at the helm, we stand
ready to ensure payments
to Californians who are in
desperate need of financial
support while simultane-
ously stopping fraud in our
systems andholding people
who have committed fraud
accountable.”
Saenz, a Democrat, was

a consultant at Saenz and
Associates. She alsoworked
for Xerox Corp. andwas di-

rector of the state Depart-
ment of Social Services
from 1998 to 2004.
Saenz replaces Sharon

Hilliard, who retired Thurs-
day. Hilliard, who worked
nearly four decades at
the EDD, was appointed
to head the department
by Newsom in February
when the state’s unem-
ployment rate was at a
historic low and the coro-
navirus was just starting to
get a foothold in the U.S.
Since then, however, the

nation’s most populous
state has been hammered
by more than 16 million
unemployment benefits
claims. Newsom repeat-
edly closed down nones-
sential businesses as the
COVID-19 outbreak grew.
As millions lost their

jobs, the department strug-
gledwith a backlog that left
people with long delays for
their unemployment bene-
fits. At one point, the back-
log numbered more than
1.6 million claims. Hilliard
had said clearing the back-
log could take until the end
of January.
The department also has

been criticized for grant-
ing payouts on hundreds
of thousands of fraudulent
claims, including some in
thenameofU.S. Sen.Dianne
Feinstein. The state has ac-
knowledged that it has paid
about $400 million in the
names of prison inmates.
TheBankofAmerica told

state lawmakers thismonth
that it had identified about
345,000 fraudulent claims
worth about $2 billion.

STATE

New director appointed to
unemployment department

Think you can
solve the puzzle?

Brain teasers brought to you by
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The dry-cleaning shop
her parents had owned in
San Francisco was forced to
close. They lost their house
and secondhand store own-
ers had ransacked it for
valuable furniture as Mi-
toma’s family faced emi-
nent eviction. The family
dog was given to another
family. Friends were disap-
pearing. Mitoma’s college
career, just two semesters
away from completion, was
put on permanent hold.
As the four tin cups and

four tin plates in Mitoma’s
bag rattled against the seat
of the Greyhound, she de-
duced where she was going:
Tanforan Racetrack in San
Bruno.
“We heard just rumors,”

she said of the racetrack,
which the army turned into
a holding camp for the Bay
Area’s roughly 120,000 res-
idents of Japanese ancestry.
“Horrible rumors.”
Stepping off the bus,

army officials told Mitoma
the track had run out of
room. She’d be sleeping in
a horse stall with her fam-
ily, where she would spend
the next five months before
being transferred to an in-
ternment camp in Utah.
She’d spend the rest of the
war in a desert-hot, dust-
filled barracks as the world
passed her by.
As the most tumultuous

year of many of our lives
comes to an end and she re-
flects on her life at the eve
of her 100th birthday, Mi-
toma spoke about her time
at the Japanese Intern-
ment camps and the seem-
ingly idyllic suburban life
she’d build in Palo Alto af-
terward.
Born in Fukuoka, Japan

on Jan. 1, 1921, Mitoma
came to America as a tod-
dler and settled just a block
away from the Haight-Ash-
bury in San Francisco. Ev-
ery summer, Mitoma would
attend day camps, go shoe
shopping with her mother
in Union Square and roam
around Golden Park.
At Polytechnic High

School in San Francisco,
Mitoma was the only Jap-
anese student because “it
wasn’t a very mixed neigh-
borhood,” she said. She ad-

mitted that she was “prob-
ably more ignored than
anything else” and wasn’t
bullied. She didn’t go to
any social events — in fact
she didn’t know what a se-
nior prom was until after
she graduated — and didn’t
feel an attachment to Amer-
ican school outside of get-
ting good grades.
Aside from the pressure

of competition at her Jap-
anese school, which she
would attend for a few
hours after Polytechnic, “I
had a good life in San Fran-
cisco,” Mitoma said.
But her life there at the

eve of a world war that
would pit her two home
nations against each other
would not be without its
challenges for long. Though
she’d experienced some dis-
crimination in the past, it
was gettingworse andmore
frequent.
Then everything esca-

lated when the Japanese
Empire attacked Pearl Har-
bor less than a month be-
foreMitoma’s 21st birthday.
“I was scared. Really

scared,” she said. “I stayed
home most of the day and
most of the days and weeks
after. It was a difficult time.
We just never went any-
where.”
As months went by, ten-

sions grew and the focus
turned against Japanese
Americans with many peo-
ple accusing longtime resi-
dents with Japanese ances-
try of being spies and hav-
ing dual loyalty. Mitoma
described seeing Japanese
people burn heirlooms and
newspapers, books, poems
and anything else written
in their language.
It was bittersweet when

she got to Tanforan. On
one hand she only had the
clothes on her back and the
small cotton bag, but at the
same time she was seeing
friends she hadn’t seen in
years.
“At first, it was exciting to

be there,” she said. “We saw
people we hadn’t seen for a
long time. The kids I went
to school with, I saw them
there. It was a lot of mixed
emotions.”
Just as she was getting

settled, Mitoma was up-
rooted again. Everyone
knew Tanforan would be a
temporary spot for the Bay
Area’s Japanese population,
but no one had any idea of

where they were going af-
ter that.
Mitoma would spend the

next three years in the To-
paz Internment camp in
Utah before being trans-
ferred to Tule Lake Intern-
ment Camp in California
and then let go at the end
of the war.
The day she left the camp

to look for an apartment for
her parents in San Fran-
cisco, her future husband,
Chozo Mitoma, departed
for Berkeley to finish his de-
gree at the same time. She
married him in 1950 after
the Big Game between Cal
and Stanford— a testament
to their love of college foot-
ball — and raised four chil-
dren in an Eichler Home
in Palo Alto she bought for
$28,000 in 1959.
She still lives there today.
In 2010, she was among

the 41 Japanese American
senior citizens who received
honorary bachelor’s degrees
from UC Berkeley as they
were not able to finish their
degrees after being sent to
the internment camps.
“She is my role model,”

granddaughter Caroline
Jensen said. “She’s faced
impossible difficulty in the
camps, being stripped of
her independence to go to
school and still kept such an
amazing outlook on life be-
ing an amazingmother and
grandmother.”
Asked if she could share

the secret to reaching the
age of 100, Mitoma said “I
never exercise.”
She eats cereal for break-

fast with orange juice and
coffee, or maybe two pan-
cakes she makes from
scratch and pork sausage.
She spendsmost of her time
watching the Warriors and
catches every Cal game she
can.
She doesn’t eat fried

foods, doesn’t drink and
eats a lot of vegetables. But
she questioned why any-
one would want to reach
her age.
“It doesn’t excite me

much to turn 100,” she
said. “I’ve appreciated ev-
erything that’s happened to
me in my life. I couldn’t be
luckier. One thing I know is
how happy I am of my kids
and my family.”
Even in the toughest of

times,Mitoma said “be kind
to each other. It’s the most
important thing.”

Mitoma
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Rarey said Wednesday
she was “surprised” that
Bryant and Rodriguez
flipped to vote for her se-
lection.
“We’re not always go-

ing to agree,” Rarey said.
“That’s why the public put
us up there, so we can sup-
port the public the way that
we hear from our constitu-
ents.”

Election
FROMPAGE 1
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Karen Rarey, who ran to become Brentwood’s mayor in
November, was appointed to a vacant City Council seat.

ByRickHurd
rhurd@
bayareanewsgroup.com

ANTIOCH >> A shooting in-
volving a father and son
critically injured the
younger of the two and re-
sulted in the dad’s arrest,
police said early Thurs-
day.
The son remained in

critical but stable condi-
tion after being rushed to
a hospital by ambulance,
police Sgt. James Stenger
said in a statement. Police

arrested the father on sus-
picion of attempted mur-
der, he said.
Authorities did not iden-

tify the father immediately,
pending a review by the
Contra Costa County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office on
Monday. Formal charges
are expected to be filed at
that time.
The violence happened

in the 3500 block of Briar-
wood Court about 7:53 p.m.
on Wednesday. Police said
they suspect the father shot
his son more than once.

The father remained in
custody at the Martinez
Detention Facility in lieu
of $750,000 bail.
Det. Robert Gerber is

seeking additional infor-
mation, and police urged
anyone with information
to contact him at 925-
779-6943 or RGerber@an-
tiochca.gov. Anonymous
tips can be left at 274637
(CRIMES) with the key-
word ANTIOCH.

Contact Rick Hurd at 925-
945-4789.

ANTIOCH

East Bay shooting puts son in
hospital and dad in custody

SAN JOSE

LAST FULL MOON OF YEAR
OUTSHINES NEON SIGN

The final full moon
of 2020rises over
the Orchard Supply
Hardware neon sign
at History Park in San
Jose on Tuesday.

NHAT V. MEYER
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

WE’RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER

8-4:00 Sat 9-4:00

Let that special person
know you care in a
Love Lines greeting
February 14th, 2021

This special section will run in the East Bay
Times and The Mercury News which cover
Contra Costa County, Alameda County,

San Mateo County, Santa Clara County and
other surrounding counties.

For only $3.00 per line, you can let your
sweetheart know how you feel!

It’s easy…Either fill out the
coupon below and mail it to
us, or email the information
requested in the coupon to:

classads@bayareanewsgroup.com

Monday, February 8th at 12 Noon

Please make checks and money orders payable to Bay Area News Group.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

$8.00 for each laminated keepsake.
Ads cannot be processed without telephone numbers! Laminated Keepsake Copies are now

Professionally Produced by our vendor & can take up to 4-6 weeks to process.
Mail to: Valentine Love Lines, Bay Area News Group, 5179 Lone Tree

Way, Antioch, CA 94531 or fax to 925-779-7114 or email to
classads@bayareanewsgroup.com Attn: Valentine Love Lines

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
For more information or to place your ad over the phone, please call 1-800-733-3933 Option #1.

Name_______________________________________________________
Street Address___________________City__________Zip______________
Email Address________________________________________________
Home/Cell Phone (Required)____________ Work Phone__________________

If you need more space to write your message, please include a separate sheet of paper.
Don’t Delay -Submit your Love Line now!

Use one box per letter, and allow one box between words. Please use only the first name and last initial of your Sweetheart(s).
A minimum of 3 lines is required. Prepayment is required - major credit cards, checks or money orders accepted. Please do

not send cash. Please do not email or mail your credit card information, we will contact you for payment via phone.

DEADLINE: Monday, February 8th at 5pm
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